STAT

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release @ 50-Yr 2013/12/18 : CIA-RDP73-00475R000200540001 6

MIAMI HEX

.

pres

3y DON BOHNING
Of Our Latin America staff . -
Renewed .vesettlement ef-
forts for 40,000 refugees were -
urged Wednesday by John
"Thomas, national director of
‘the Cuban Refugee Program,
in Miami to confer with reset-

tlement agency officials.

‘Thomas said hec was appeal- -
ing to the Catholic, Protes -

‘tant, vansh and non-scctari-
gan. n"encms “to do ‘everything «
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refugees in Miami- stx'll ;.e-
ceiving federal assistance.

It's estimated there are’

about 80,000 refugees now in

“Miami * registered with ‘the’
- center. About 40,000 are de-
_ 'pendent on:
"ance. The others are self—
'supportmg’

federal .wsiﬁt-

“ Néarly 77000 re(ugeos
_have alrcady been resettled in

-‘local center.
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Thomas’ statemenlx came Informatxbn thccr Pdui

in direct rebuttal 'to new Tu-
. mors 0f“a resettlemient mora-

torium and phzmng out of the

Refugee Center officials

. here said Thomas’ visit from’
. Washingtpn was a penodlcl
one”. to discuss resettlement
- affairs with the private agen-

" cies in the program.

“There arc no. plans for

has resettlement: been

- phasing out the center nor

" ’Lane said.

~

<, “None have, been discussed,

You can't discuss things like
that when you have 40,000,

_ people who still nced Iu‘l;»

Resctticment has  been (hv
one ohjective of the program
‘and it will continue to be.”

“The response 0s the Amers
ican peoplé to-the call for
sponsors and jobs has heen

f

“iu their, powcr" to find oppor- more-than 1,800 commumt\cs
: tunities in other cities for, the across the country. , .stopped” Refugee (‘f-nter N

(f.\ vy . e L . " ;v‘ ) .
) . . ', ““The remaining task |is
- . . . ) L , - PR '_;«small if large numbers . of
, . o : . . o . . 7 _cliurches and civic groups in
4 , . T _ -7 %lall states parUmpatc The
. . . o ) . ’ : h‘vrcfugees now making their
[ .
cscape through the Straits of
Flonda need oppormmtics as”’
urgently as the Cubans who'

' ',hsve already bcen rescttlcd

hadd o

magnificent,” Thomas said.
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